Che Philadelphia Inquirer 


FEBRUARY 6, 2020 | 


PHILLYINQUIRER | CITY & SUBURBS | C | $2.95 


E Republican 


TRUMP ACQUITTE 


THE FIGHT AHEAD: President touts 
win as focus shifts to campaign trail. 


SENATE VERDICT: Romney breaks 
with GOP but party lines mostly hold. 


ARTICLE 1: ABUSE OF POWER 
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Utah Republican Sen. Mitt Romney (back row, second from left) stands and casts a vote of “guilty” on the first article of impeachment, abuse of power, in the Senate. He was the only 


Republican to support President Donald Trump’s removal from office and became the first senator to ever vote to remove a president of his own party. 


By Jonathan Tamari 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 


ASHINGTON — A divided U.S. 


Senate 


acquitted President 


Donald Trump of abuse of power 

and obstruction of Congress on 

Wednesday, ending a historic im- 
peachment trial that reflected a deep political 
acrimony likely to resonate through the presi- 
dent’s reelection campaign. 

All but one Republican senator voted “not 
guilty” on the abuse-of-power count, clearing the 
president of the charge. That charge failed, 
48-52, even as some in the GOP said his behav- 
ior was inappropriate. Democratic senators pro- 


nounced him guilty. 
On the obstruction 
charge, all Republi- 
cans and no Demo- 
crats voted to acquit 
in a 47-53 vote. Sixty- 
seven votes out of 
100 were required to 
remove the presi- 
dent. 

The predictable 
conclusion of the 
third presidential im- 
peachment trial in 
U.S. history reflected 
the partisan splits 


Senate Television via AP 


ROMNEY: In voting to convict Trump, “I did my duty.” 
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Sen. Mitt Romney stood by his vote to convict the president of 


abuse of power, as GOP criticism mounted. 


By Dan Balz and Robert Costa 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — Sen. Mitt Rom- 
ney (R., Utah) sealed a place in histo- 
ry Wednesday by voting to convict 
President Donald Trump of abuse of 
power, becoming a lone voice of dis- 
sent in a Republican Party that other- 
wise has marched in lockstep with 
the president throughout the im- 
peachment proceedings. 

Romney voted against the second 
article of impeachment, which ac- 
cused the president of obstruction of 
Congress. But on the first article, the 
2012 Republican presidential nomi- 
nee said he found the evidence 
against Trump overwhelming and the 
arguments by the president’s defense 
ultimately unconvincing. 


Romney’s decision, announced in a 


ANDREW HARRER / Bloomberg 


deeply personal speech on the Sen- 
See ROMNEY on A12 


PA. IMPACT: A predictable end, but effect not so clear. 


throughout Trump’s 
presidency. The GOP- 
led Senate moved 
quickly to clear 
Trump after the 
House, in a vote supported only by Democrats 
and one independent, impeached Trump in De- 
cember for his efforts to pressure Ukrainian 
leaders to investigate a political rival, Democrat 
Joe Biden, using security aid and an official 
White House visit as leverage. They also ac- 
cused him of defying all congressional investiga- 
tions. 

Immediately after Wednesday’s acquittal vote, 
Trump posted on Twitter a video showing cam- 

See IMPEACH on A10 


President Donald Trump 
gives a thumbs-up to 

reporters an hour before 
the voting. YURI GRIPAS / TNS 


By Andrew Seidman, Julia Terruso 
and Pranshu Verma 
STAFF WRITERS 

HARRISBURG — In the end, will the 
trial of President Donald Trump even 
make a difference? 

Washington was gripped for months by 
the impeachment inquiry and trial that 
ended Wednesday with Trump’s predict- 
able and anticlimactic acquittal, after law- 
makers in both parties warned their ac- 
tions would reverberate for generations. 

But elected officials, party activists, 
and voters in Pennsylvania were less cer- 
tain about what it all might mean for the 


2020 election in a critical swing state. 
Some Democrats and Republicans 
said voters’ impressions of Trump, and 
of the conduct toward Ukraine that led 
to his impeachment, had been formed 
long before the Senate voted against re- 
moving him from office. But officials 
and lawmakers in both parties said vot- 
ers are more focused on their daily lives, 
even if the trial may help motivate the 
most reliably partisan voters to turn out. 
“On the ground, I just don’t hear peo- 
ple talking about it,” said Lt. Gov. John 
Fetterman, who lives in Braddock, east 
See PENNSYLVANIA on A8 


> CENTER CITY 
PROTEST: Verdict 
does not sit well 
with a crowd at 
Dilworth Plaza. 
A10 


> HISTORY 
LESSON: Visitors 
to Independence 
Mall weigh in on 
the acquittal. A12 
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Kirk Douglas, 
103, chiseled 
‘Spartacus’ 
of Hollywood 
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